A United States Technical Advisory Group for Ophthalmic Optics.

Herein the case is made that the appropriate organization for the Ophthalmic Optics community of the United States to conduct its work in International Standards in the field of ophthalmic optics is that should a U.S. Technical Advisory Group (TAG) formed comprised solely of members of the ophthalmic community of the United States and that this TAG should be formed under the auspices of the Accredited Standardization Committee Z80 (ASC Z80).   In making this case, the policies set forth by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) serve as the appropriate guide.

In its document setting forth requirements and regulations for U.S. participation in International Standards Organization activity, ANSI PROCEDURES FOR U.S. PARTICIPATION IN THE INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS ACTIVITIES OF ISO, the rules for forming a Technical Advisory Group (TAG) for any ISO technical committee or sub-committee are clearly stated.     In addressing the question of the proper formation of a TAG for the Ophthalmic Optics community in their dealings with ISO/TC172/SC7 – Ophthalmic Optics and Instruments –attention if first drawn to Section 2.2.1 of the ANSI regulations.   It states that:

2.2.1  Approval of U.S. TAGs.  The Executive Standards Council (ExSC) upon recommendation of its designee, if any, shall approve an appropriate body to serve as the U.S. TAG in accordance with section 2.4.  ANSI normally looks to the body that develops national standards in a particular standards area to serve as the U.S. TAG. Where no national standards group exists, or is available to serve, or where several separate national standards groups exist, a special body will be established for this purpose.  If a special body is established, all requirements for U.S. TAGs shall apply.

In the case of Ophthalmic Optics there is clearly a body that develops national standards in the field of ophthalmic optics and that body is Accredited Standardization Committee Z80 (ASC Z80).    ASC Z80 predates the formation of ISO/TC172/SC7 and so was in place when the ISO sub-committee that deals with ophthalmic optics was formed.   Thus, in keeping with the stated policy of ANSI, ASC Z80 should clearly have served as the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 from the start in 1979 but this was not done for reasons that may be, at this time, hard to reconstruct.    Nevertheless, it is still clear that ASC Z80 should be the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 and not OEOSC, an organization that includes optics disciplines that have nothing to do with ophthalmic optics.

The question may be posed as to whether or not it is appropriate for there to be an independent U.S. TAG for a sub-committee within an ISO Technical Committee when there is a currently a U.S. TAG for Technical Committee as a whole, as is the case at present with ISO/TC172.    Here the policy of ANSI is made clear on this matter.  In the third paragraph of Section 2.1.1 of the ANSI regulations it is stated that:

Subgroups of U.S. TAGs or separate U.S. TAGs may be formed to relate to subcommittees of an ISO technical committee.  

In addition, Section 2.5.4 of the ANSI regulations also addresses this matter

2.5.4 Accreditation of U.S. TAGs for Subcommittees of ISO Technical Committees.  If a U.S. TAG to an ISO subcommittee has the authority to perform all of the functions of a U.S. TAG as outlined in section 2.2.3 without oversight by the U.S. TAG to the ISO technical committee, then the U.S. TAG for the ISO subcommittee shall be accredited in accordance with sections 2.4 and 2.5 of these procedures.

Thus there is nothing in the policy of ANSI that would prevent ASC Z80 for being the U.S. TAG for ISO /TC172/SC7.       The functions outlined in Section 2.2.3 will be addressed below.

The question is now addressed as to the appropriateness of a U.S. TAG comprising all of the work of ISO/TC172 – Optics – to be the U.S. TAG for Ophthalmic Optics.    This is most properly addressed by first examining Section 2.1.2 of the ANSI regulations wherein the instructions for TAG formation are set forth.   It states that:

2.1.2  Formation of the U.S. TAG.  The TAG administrator shall take the responsibility of contacting U.S. national interested parties who might reasonably be expected to be, or who indicate that they are, directly and materially affected by the ISO committee’s work, to solicit requests for membership on the U.S. TAG.  A notice of the formation of a U.S. TAG shall appear in ANSI’s Standards Action and other appropriate publications.

Requests for membership on the U.S. TAG shall be addressed to the TAG administrator.  A person not accepted for membership may appeal such decision within the appeals system established by the U.S. TAG and the related TAG Administrator, and thereafter to the ExSC.

The critical statement within 2.1.2 is duty to form the TAG from U.S. national interested parties who might reasonably be expected to be, or who indicate that they are, directly and materially affected by the ISO committee’s work.     These parties are the ones that should form the TAG and not other parties who do not fall into this class.   To understand the meaning of interested parties it is appropriate to turn to Section 1.1 where they are defined as:

U.S. National Interested Party:  One of the following entities directly and materially affected by the relevant standards activity:

1. an individual representing a corporation or an organization domiciled in the U.S. (including U.S. branch offices of foreign companies authorized to do business in one or more states as defined by the relevant State’s Corporation law within the U.S.);

2. an individual representing a U.S. federal, state or local government entity; or

3. a U.S. citizen or permanent resident.
In the case of Ophthalmic Optics it is clear who these parties are.   They are those parties that participate in the activities of ASC Z80.      They are not those parties that participate in the other sub-committees of ISO/TC172.      Thus is it improper for a U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 to have within it all of the current members of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172.      Other than the members associated with ASC Z80, none of the other members of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 can in any way be considered to be Interested Parties with regard to the activities of ISO/TC172/SC7.

The current U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 administered by the Optics and Electronic-Optics Standards Council (OEOSC) a group formed in 1996.       While ANSI regulations state that a U.S. TAG must have a set of operating instructions and these must be voted on by the members of that TAG, this has never been fully done in the 30 years that there has been a U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172.  Initially the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 was administered by the National Photographic Manufacturers Association.   If there were operating procedures for the TAG at that time, they were not made known to the members of the Ophthalmic Optics community that participated via ISO/TC172/SC7 and SC8.   When the National Photographic Manufacturers Association was no longer willing to administer the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172, the current arrangement was set in place by the formation of OEOSC.   At present the by-laws of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 are taken verbatim from the ANSI directives Annex A and there has been effort to adapt them to the specific needs of the community that the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 serves.    There has never been a formal vote on this action as far as members of the U.S. Ophthalmic Optics community are aware.     Thus the particular concerns of the Ophthalmic Optics community in matters relating to forming a national consensus have never been addressed by the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172.         However, the Ophthalmics Optics community has addressed this issue on its own and there exist formal, written procedures, as of June 2009, that the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 has adhered to.  These procedures were, in fact, followed for a number of years before they were formally set in writing in 2009.   (see Exhibit 1)  We are currently informed that these agreed upon rules have not status whatsoever as far as the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 is concerned.         This is a serious matter and one in which the interests of the Ophthalmic Optics community are not properly served.

Attention is now turned to the functions that need to be performed by as U.S. TAG as outlined in Section 2.2.3 of ANSI regulations.    They are as follows:

2.2.3  Functions.  Within the scope of the ISO technical committee or subcommittee, and within the procedures established by ISO, a U.S. TAG shall perform the following functions:

1. Recommend registration of ANSI as a P- or O-member on an ISO technical committee or subcommittee, recommend a change in ANSI membership status on an ISO technical committee or subcommittee or recommend termination of membership as a P- or O-member on an ISO technical committee or subcommittee

2. Initiate and approve U.S. proposals for new work items for submission by ANSI for consideration by an ISO technical committee or subcommittee

3. Initiate and approve U.S. working drafts for submission by ANSI to ISO technical committees or subcommittees (and, where appropriate, working groups) for consideration as committee drafts
.

4. Determine the U.S. position on an ISO draft international standard, draft technical report, committee drafts, ISO questionnaires, draft reports of meetings, etc.

5. Provide adequate U.S. representation to ISO technical committee or subcommittee meetings, designate heads of delegations and members of delegations, and ensure compliance with the ANSI Guide for U.S. Delegates to IEC/ISO Meetings (including preparation and submission of a Head of Delegation report by the designated Head of Delegation)

6. Determine U.S. positions on agenda items of ISO technical committee or subcommittee meetings and advise the U.S. delegation of any flexibility it may have on these positions

7. Nominate U.S. technical experts to serve on ISO working groups

8. Provide assistance to U.S. secretariats of ISO technical committees or subcommittees, upon request, including resolving comments on draft international standards, draft technical reports and committee drafts

9. Identify and establish close liaison with other U.S. TAGs in related fields, or identify ISO or IEC activities that may overlap the U.S. TAG’s scope

10. Recommend to ANSI the acceptance of secretariats for ISO technical committees or subcommittees

11. Recommend that ANSI invite ISO technical committees or subcommittees to meet in the United States (see 1.4)

12. Recommend to ANSI U.S. candidates for the chair of ISO technical committees or subcommittees and U.S. conveners of ISO working groups
The duties outlined in Section 2.2.3 have been performed by the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 in the following fashion:

1) 
To date, it is unclear if the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 has had to act on item 1)

2)
For the work of ISO/TC172/SC7 all action on this item have been taken by the U.S.TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 and not by the TAG administrator or the U.S.TAG for ISO/TC172  - other than to follow the instructions of the ISO/TC172/SC7 in these matters.

3)
For the work of ISO/TC172/SC7 all action on this item have been taken solely by the U.S.TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 and not by the TAG administrator or the U.S.TAG for ISO/TC172  - other than to really the instructions of the ISO/TC172/SC7 in these matters to ANSI.

4)
For the work of ISO/TC172/SC7 all action on this item have been taken solely by the U.S.TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7, following the written procedures of this group and not by the TAG administrator or the U.S.TAG for ISO/TC172  - other than to really the instructions of the ISO/TC172/SC7 in these matters to ANSI.    In the years from the formation of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 until 1996 a written precedent was set by the TAG administrator of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 for the independence to the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 and it leader to take action on voting on all matter having to do with the work of ISO/TC172/SC7 (and SC8 when it was in existence).    Exhibits 2 through 4 are selected copies of the cover letter that the TAG administrator sent with each request for a vote in which this delegation of authority is clearly stated.     There has been no formal action since 1996 by the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 to change this policy.

5)
For the work of ISO/TC172/SC7 decisions on the choice of Head of Delegation and the selection of members of the U.S. Delegation have been taken solely by the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 in conjunction with the membership of ASC Z80 with no input from the Administrator or membership of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 as a whole.

6)
For the work of ISO/TC172/SC7 the position of the United States Ophthalmic Community is determined by polling the opinions of the members of U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 and the members of ASC Z80 and forming the United States position either in one of the bi-annual meetings held by these groups or via correspondence.     Following the collection of opinions, a consensus position is formed for the United States.      This is done solely within the above stated groups with no input from members of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 who are not members of these groups.   

7)
For the work of ISO/TC172/SC7 membership for working groups of the sub-committee for the United States are chosen solely by the membership of ASC Z80 and the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 using the rules agreed upon for this selection by those groups and by the resolutions of  ISO/TC172/SC7.     The Administrator and members of the U.S. TAG of ISO/TC172 who are not members of U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 do not participate in these choices.

8)
As the United States does not hold the Secretariat of ISO/TC172 or any of its sub-committee this item does not arise for the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172.

9)
For the work of ISO/TC172/SC7 liaison has been set up by ASC Z80 and the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC94.     This action was taken by ASC Z80 and not by the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172.

10) 
For the work of ISO/TC172/SC7, in the years since its initial formation and its subsequent re-structuring when ISO/TC172/SC7 and ISO/TC172/SC8 were merged in  1995 in to the current ISO/TC172/SC7 – Ophthalmic Optics and Instruments,  the Secretariat has be DIN and there has not been a need to consider this item.

11)
ISO/TC172/SC7 has been invited to meet in the United States on 5 occasions.    In all cases, with the exception of the meeting in Tucson in 1995 where other sub-committees of ISO/TC172 met and where there for a plenary meeting of ISO/TC172 was held, the decision to offer an invitation was taken solely by ASC Z80 with no input from the rest of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172.  

12)
For the work of ISO/TC172/SC7 and recommendation for this item have come from the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 and not from the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 as a whole.

This recitation of performance of required duties with regard to the activities of ISO/TC172/SC7 clearly shows that these duties have been performed, almost exclusively, by the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 and that the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 and its Administrator have not performed any of these required duties other than to convey the actions of U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 to ANSI. Thus the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 has, since the inception of the ISO/TC172 sub-committees dealing with ophthalmic optics, been performing the functions and duties of an authorized U.S. TAG without formal recognition of this fact.      During the 30 years in which this situation has existed there has been no formal written action by the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 to delegate these responsibilities to the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7  -with the exception of delegation of responsibility to determine the U.S. position and determine the U.S. vote on matter having to due with the work of ISO/TC172/SC7 – (see Exhibits 2 through 4)  but as allowed the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 to act in an independent agent in the performing these duties thus setting a procedural precedent.       

The current Chairman and Executive Director of the U.S TAG for ISO/TC172 have recently expressed the opinion that the entire U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 has the right to set the position of the United States on matters that are solely of concern to the United States Ophthalmic Community, i.e. matter having to do with the work of ISO/TC172/SC7.        This is clearly not in the interest of the U.S. Ophthalmic Community nor it is in keeping with the clearly stated policies of ANSI, as recited above.  Therefore it appears to be the time of form a separate U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 under the auspices of ASC Z80.        ASC Z80 clearly has the organizational expertise, as exhibited in conducting the business of ASC Z80 on all levels, to conduct the business of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7.       The current administrator of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172, Mrs. Michele Stolberg, is an independent contractor employed by the OEOSC to serve as administrator and thus could serve an independent U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 in the same fashion.       

Currently the ASC Z80 pays $8,900 in yearly dues to the OEOSC to cover the portion of the dues ANSI requires from the U.S. TAG for ISO/SC172. 

OEOSC’s 2011 dues to ANSI for accreditation as the US TAG ISO TC172 were $23,155.  This fee is based ANSI’s tiered dues structure and OEOSC’s administration of seven P-memberships to ISO Technical Committees. OEOSC’s entire 2011 annual operating budget is $61,113.  This includes administrative expenses, travel support, training class expenses and miscellaneous expenses.  

Were U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 to be an independent TAG dues would be paid directly to ANSI.     Until discussions on this matter with ANSI were held  it is not known what those dues would be.

In summary;

· As the Ophthalmic Community of the United States is fully represented for the creation and maintenance of U.S. National Standards by ASC Z80 and as it is the stated policy of ANSI is that in such situations, if possible, the same body that creates national should serve as  the TAG for International Standards in the field, ACS Z80 is the choice to serve as U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7.

· Since its inception in 1982 the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 was fulfilled almost all of the duties and responsibilities of an independent TAG with the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 only fulfilling administrative duties.    Thus the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 has demonstrated its ability to serve as an independent TAG.

· The general and specific knowledge needed to serve the interests of the Ophthalmic Community of the United States resides solely in the member and participants of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 and ASC Z80 and not in any other members of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172.    Thus these other members of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172 do not fulfill the ANSI requirements for U.S. National Interested Parties for any matter having to do with Ophthalmic Optics and therefore should not be included in decisions on these matters.

· As procedures used within the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 for voting and organization of the TAG, including delegation of responsibility to not seem to in accord with ideas of present leadership of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172, it would serve the Ophthalmic Community best to have an independent TAG, the procedures of which are set by consensus by its membership, the U.S. Ophthalmic Community.

Charles Campbell

Leader, U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7

September 12, 2011  

Exhibit 1.      Organization and Procedures of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7

The United States Technical Advisory Group (U.S. TAG) for ISO/ TC172/SC7 – Ophthalmic Optics and Instruments  - Organization and Procedures

1. Standardization in the field of ophthalmic optics and instruments in the United States

The American Standards Institute (ANSI), is the national body that represents the United States of America in all matters having to do with International Standards.   ANSI, in turn, has authorized Accredited Standards Committee Z80 (ASC Z80) to develop standards in the field of ophthalmic optics and instruments.      For U.S. national standards in this field ASC Z80 develops ANSI standards.   For International Standards ASC Z80 provides the expertise and determines the position of the United States on the development of International Standards in the field of ophthalmic optics and instruments.   In addition, ASC Z80, in its role as the Technical Advisory Group for ISO/TC172/SC7, designates accredited experts to the various working and project groups of ISO/TC172/SC7.    

2. Structure of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7

In light of the fact that, for the purposes of standardization, expertise in the United States in the field of ophthalmic optics and instruments lies within ASC Z80, the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 is formed from the member bodies and experts that form ASC Z80.    The U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 is organized in the following way.

Due to the fact the within the field of ophthalmic optics and instruments there are a number of quite dissimilar disciplines, the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 has been divided into sub-groups, under the leadership of a single TAG Leader, with a leader designated for each sub-group.     ISO/TC172/SC7 is similarly divided into working groups and this division is almost parallel to the division of ASC Z80 into sub-committees that reflect the same sub-areas of ophthalmic optics.     For this reason, the sub-committee chairmen of ASC Z80 have been designated as the sub-group TAG leaders for the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7.       This is not only organizationally sensible, but it also places in the role of sub-group TAG leader persons who are intimately knowledgeable in that area of ophthalmic optics with regard to the interested parties, the available expertise and the United States position on matters in the area.

Within each sub-committee of ASC Z80, and hence within each sub-group of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7, are the member organizations of ASC Z80 and the experts that participate in the activities of that sub-committee.     These ASC Z80 member organizations and participating experts form the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7.

In addition, any other organizations within the United States known to the sub-committee to have an interest in matters before it are consulted when a specific topic in their interest is covered.     These are not considered to be TAG members but are included when a United States position needs to be formed on issues that affect them.

3.    Designation of experts to ISO/TC172/SC7

Experts designated by the United States to participate in the activities of ISO/TC172/SC7 are selected by the sub-group leaders of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 under the following rules.

a) The person must have particular expertise in the area addressed by the Working Group or Project Group of ISO/TC172/SC7 to which the person is designated.

b) The person must have attended sufficient semi-annual ASC Z80 sub-committee meetings so as to be fully informed as to the consensus opinion of the United States on the matters under consideration by the ISO/TC172/SC7 Working Group or Project Group to which the person is designated.     

The TAG sub-group leader will make the determination whether or not these requirements are fulfilled.

The TAG sub-group leaders, prior to ISO/TC172/SC7 meetings or when requested by the Secretariat of ISO/TC172/SC7, will forward the names of the designated experts to the Leader of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7.      The Leader, upon insuring that the proper form has been completed, will forward these names to ANSI for submission to the ISO Central Secretariat. ISO Central Secretariat, in turn, enters these names in the ISO Global Directory in the designated Working Group of ISO/TC172/SC7 sub-directory.

Expert lists are submitted under the following circumstances;

a) Prior to meetings of ISO/TC172SC7

b) When project groups, both preliminary and active, are formed within ISO/TC172SC7 – usually in conjunction with the vote for a New Work Item Proposal

4.     Removal of designated experts

The designation as an expert to an ISO/TC172/SC7 Working Group or Project Group is removed formally by the Leader of the U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7 by informing ANSI that the person is to be removed as a designated expert.      ANSI then so informs and instructs the ISO Central Secretariat.

This action is taken under one of the following situations;

1) The expert informs the TAG sub-group leader that they can no longer serve as an expert

2) The TAG sub-group leader decides that the person will no longer be designated as an expert.     This action may be taken if:

a) The United States wishes to have another person with specific expertise represent the United States on a working group or project group and due to limitation on the number of allowed experts from a single country on a working group or project group the limit would be exceeded if an expert from the United States were not removed.

b) The person has not been attending ASC Z80 sub-committee meetings and can no longer be judged to properly understand the United States position on the matters involved.

5.
Procedures for voting

Voting on all ISO/TC172/SC7 matters is conducting using the following procedure:

I)
When documents are received by ANSI for action from the SC7 Secretariat the OEOSC  (Optics and Electro-Optics Standards Council) administrator will post them on the OEOSC website along with an editable ballot for the document and notify the TAG members, the TAG sub-group leader and the TAG Leader of the dates when completed ballot is to be received by the next member in the voting process.

II)
The TAG members will submit their vote to the TAG sub-group leader by the designated date.    

III)
The TAG sub-group leader will consider all votes and comments received, resolve any differences of opinion – if possible – between the TAG members, and form a unified United States position. 

Alternatively, the TAG sub-leader may decide to convene a meeting of the TAG sub-group and at that meeting form a unified United States position on the item under voting.      This can be special meeting or may be one to semi-annual ASC Z80 meetings at which the members of the TAG sub-group regularly meet.

Having taken either of the above actions, the TAG sub-group leader will complete the ballot form, fill in the comment form – if comments are to submitted with the vote -, and forward these documents to the TAG leader.

IV)
The TAG Leader will follow the following procedure when submitting the vote of the Untied States to ANSI.
1) A valid vote will be one that received by the TAG Leader from the TAG sub-group leader in the form of a filled out ballot – the ballot found in the OECOS website.

2) Comments on ballots for AFFIRMATIVE votes from the United States will be included only if the comments are received by TAG Leader from the TAG sub-group leader on the standardized comment form provided by ISO/TC172/SC7

3) If the vote of the United States is NEGATIVE, the vote will only be valid if it is accompanied by a standardize comment form in which the reason for the negative vote is clearly stated and any conditions that would remove the negative vote.

4) Votes on Systematic Reviews of International Standards (a review occurs every 3 years following the issuance of an International Standard) will be valid only if they are received as filled out ballot forms, forms which are supplied on the OEOSC website.

5) If the TAG Leader receives no valid votes or comments from the TAG sub-group leader as per 1) through 4) above by the date that they must be transmitted to ANSI, the duty of the TAG Leader to insure that there is position for the United States shall be fulfilled in the following way:

a) For Committee Drafts (CD) and Draft International Standards (DIS) for which no valid vote as defined in 1) is received, the TAG Leader will transmit an ABSTENSION for the United States.

b) For Committee Drafts (CD) and Draft International Standards (DIS) for which the TAG Leader receives a valid vote as defined in 1) that indicates that the United States has comments but for which a valid comment sheet as defined in 2) is not included, the TAG Leader will transmit an AFFIRMATIVE for the United States without comment.

c) For Committee Drafts (CD) and Draft International Standards (DIS) for which the TAG Leader receives a valid NEGATIVE vote as defined in 1) but for which a valid comment sheet as defined in 2) is not included, the TAG Leader will transmit an ABSTENSION for the United States.

d) For Final Draft International Standards (FDIS) for which no valid vote as defined in 1) is received, the TAG Leader will transmit an AFFIRMATIVE vote for the United States.


e) For Systematic Reviews for which not valid vote as defined in 4) is received, the TAG Leader will grade each query with the value 3 for a total evaluation of 9, vote to CONFIRM the standard for another 3 years, indicate that the standard has not been adopted by the United States and that there is no plan to do so, indicate that the United States will participate in any revision of the standard and that the experts who will participate are the experts from the United States to the cognizant working group.

For other questionnaires that are from time to time circulated by the Secretariat of SC7, the TAG Leader will take no action and so inform ANSI if the TAG Leader does not receive completed questionnaire forms.

Charles Campbell

U.S. TAG for ISO/TC172/SC7

July 30, 2009


� Consistent with ANSI’s mission to promote U.S.-based technology globally, ANSI may approve a PSDO agreement.  In all instances, ANSI-Accredited Standards Developers are required to provide public notice of their intent to submit a proposed American National Standard (ANS) for consideration for approval as an ISO or ISO/IEC JTC-1 standard.   Further, in such instances, it is expected that ANSI-Accredited U.S. TAGs will raise any concerns related to the proposed ANS during its development cycle so that if the standard is subsequently balloted for approval at the ISO or ISO/IEC JTC-1 level, the U.S. position will be to support its approval.  For existing ANS, the PSDO is required to seek and obtain the approval of the applicable ANSI-Accredited US TAG prior to its submission of a standard to ISO under a PSO agreement.
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