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 Organization for International Standardization (ISO) 
◦ The ISO 9000 guys 
◦ Based in Geneva 
◦ Gradually establishing hegemony over all standards throughout industry 
◦ The part that matters to us today is ISO TC 172 SC 1 
◦ The US is represented by the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) to TC 172 

 

 American National Standards Institute (ANSI) 
◦ Publishes American National Standards for use in the US 
◦ The “member body” at ISO for the US TAGs 

 Represents the United States at ISO for ALL standards 
 

 Optics and Electro-Optics Standards Council (OEOSC) 
◦ Created by SPIE, OSA, and others to write optics standards in the US 
◦ Accredited by ANSI to handle all optics standards activities 

 The part that matters to us today is OEOSC ASC OP 1 
◦ Also accredited by ANSI to manage the US TAG to TC172 
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 Task Force recommends a new standard project 
◦ Title 
◦ Scope 
◦ Project Leader (must be a representative of a voting member) 

 ASC OP votes* to begin project (PINS filed with ANSI) 
 Project Leader offers proposed draft 
 Task Force iterates standard until it is acceptable 
◦ Review at meeting 
◦ Circulate for comments 
◦ Edit final draft in committee 

 Task Force votes* to advance standard to OP for vote 
 ASC OP votes* to endorse standard (BSR8) 
 ANSI votes to approve standard (BSR9) 
 Standard is published by OEOSC 

 

Typically 
three to 
five 
years 

* Majority rule, with review and reconciliation of comments and 
dissent. Voting members are companies, corporations, 
institutions and organizations in good standing (pay 
participation fee).  New members are ratified at ASC/OP annual 
meeting to assure balance. 



 Member Body (National Committee) writes a New Work Item 
Proposal (NWIP) to a SC/WG 
◦ Usually includes a draft standard 

 Working Group votes* on the NWIP 
◦ Approval of NWIP 
◦ Willing to provide experts and/or project leader 

 Project Leader offers up a working draft (WD) 
 Subcommittee (SC) votes* to advance to Committee Draft (CD) 
 Working Group iterates CD as necessary 

◦ Letter ballots and written comments only 
◦ Comments are addressed in writing by the Project Leader 

 Subcommittee votes* to advance to Draft International Standard 
(DIS) 

 Subcommittee votes* to advance to Final Draft International 
Standard (FDIS) 

 ISO secretariat conducts final editorial review, and publishes the 
standard (ISO) 
 

Typically 
three to 
five 
years 

* Must be supermajority to pass. One country, one vote.  
Comments can be accepted or rejected by the project leader.  
Resolution of dissent not required. 
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